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PREFACE

WELCOME TO THE 10TH EDITION OF  
THE LANGUAGE OF MEDICINE

The enhanced focus of this new edition is its relevance to real-life medical situations. 
Drawing on current technology, state-of-the-art medical practice, and the latest procedures 
and treatments, The Language of Medicine brings medical terminology to life. The dynamic 
images and compelling patient stories further illustrate medical terminology in action.

I am honored that this text continues to be the book instructors return to, year after  
year, because their students tell them that it works! As a student, you will find that The 
Language of Medicine speaks to you no matter what your background or level of education. 
It is written in simple, non-technical language that creates an exceptionally accessible 
pathway to learning. Since it is a workbook-text combination, you engage and interact  
on practically every page through writing and reviewing terms, labeling diagrams, and 
answering questions. Terminology is explained so that you understand medical terms in 
their proper context, which is the structure and function of the human body in health  
and disease.

Throughout the process of writing this text over its 10 editions, I have listened to 
hundreds of students and instructors and incorporated their insightful suggestions.  

Expert medical reviewers have once 
again helped me to ensure that the 
terminology included reflects cutting 
edge clinical practice. New information 
and illustrations throughout are the 
result of recommendations from all 
those who have so generously provided 
feedback. My continuing goal in writing 
The Language of Medicine is to help 
you not only learn medical terminology 
but also to enjoy learning! You will find 
that medical terminology comes alive 
and stays with you when you use my 
interactive, logical, and easy-to-follow 
method. Undeniably, the study of this 
language requires commitment and 
hard work, but the benefits are great. 
Knowledge of medical terminology will 
give you a strong start in your career.
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NEW TO THE 10TH EDITION
While the essential elements of The Language of Medicine remain in place, the new 10th 
edition is even more relevant to real-life medical situations.

The 10th edition includes 20 new, first-hand stories of medical conditions and procedures. 
These personal accounts make medical terminology more understandable.

New content on cutting-edge 
procedures enhances the 
relevance of medical terms.
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New clinical photographs and  
drawings dynamically illustrate medical 
terminology, conditions, and treatments.
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HOW TO USE THE BOOK

The Language of Medicine makes learning easy. The book guides and coaches you step 
by step through the learning experience. Don’t get overwhelmed! Approach learning 
systematically, step by step. I’ve helped you study each chapter by organizing the information 
in small pieces. Icons are provided to help you navigate the sections of the text.

After basic material in the 
chapter is introduced, the 
key terms you need to 

learn are presented in Vocabulary 
lists. These lists help you study and 
stay focused.

You cannot get lost using 
The Language of Medicine. 
You learn and engage in 

small incremental steps. The book 
imparts the most important concepts, 
allowing you to concentrate on what 
is essential.

Medical 
terminology is 
connected  

to real life with case 
reports and case studies 
throughout the text and 
on the companion Evolve 
website.
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As you study with The 
Language of Medicine,  
you are engaged in each 

step of the learning process. On nearly 
every page, you are actively involved in 
labeling diagrams, dividing words into 
component parts, writing meanings  
to terms, testing, reviewing, and 
evaluating your learning.

Abbreviations are listed 
and explained in each body 
system chapter.

A Review 
Sheet at the 
end of each 

chapter helps you organize 
and test yourself on what 
you have learned!
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The Pronunciation of 
Terms section shows you 
how to pronounce each 

new term in the chapter and gives 
you the chance to practice writing  
its meaning. You can also hear these 
terms pronounced on the companion 
Evolve website. The answers to the 
Pronunciation of Terms section are 
found on the Evolve website as well.

ALSO AVAILABLE

STUDENT EVOLVE RESOURCES  
(complimentary access included with purchase of this text)

All student resources are now available online on the Evolve website. 
The student website accompanying this new edition is packed with 
activities, games, additional information, and video clips to expand 
your understanding and test your knowledge. Chapter by chapter you will find quizzes, case 
studies, examples of medical records, and a wealth of images to illustrate terminology. 
Additionally, on the website, you can hear the terms corresponding to the Pronunciation of 
Terms section in each chapter (more than 3,000 terms in all). Access your resources at: 
http://evolve.elsevier.com/Chabner/language.
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New to the Student Evolve Website  
for the 10th Edition
• Updated interface enabling convenient online 

access to your resources.

• A Mobile Dictionary has been added for this 
edition. Access this complimentary resource 
from the Evolve site on your desktop or mobile 
device and have easy access to definitions of all 
terms found in the text. This resource helps you 
study each chapter and also will be a reference 
for you in the workplace. Each definition has 
been crafted carefully to explain terms using 
plain, nontechnical language.

• A Quick Quiz feature has also been added, enabling students to get a snapshot 
assessment of their knowledge of a chapter’s content.

• The new Mobile Dictionary, Quick Quizzes, and updated Flash Cards have been 
optimized for use on mobile devices, providing convenient access for on-the-go studying.

iTerms Study Companion (for sale separately)
The iTerms audio study guide provides pronunciation and enables you to hear 
each term pronounced with its definition, in a portable format. This audio 
companion is available for download. Also included are short review quizzes 
and coaching tips to help you make the most of your study.

MEDICAL LANGUAGE INSTANT 
TRANSLATOR (for sale separately)

The Medical Language Instant Translator is a uniquely 
useful resource for all allied health professionals and 
students of medical terminology. It is a pocket-sized 
medical terminology reference with convenient 
information at your fingertips!

• NEW updates to correlate with the revision of 
The Language of Medicine

INSTRUCTOR’S RESOURCE MANUAL

The Language of Medicine Instructor’s Resource Manual 
(includes instructor’s manual, PowerPoints, and an image 
collection) is available with even more new quizzes, 
teaching suggestions, crossword puzzles, medical reports, 
and reference material. The image collection contains all 
figures and photos from the 10th edition. The instructor materials plus a test bank can  
be accessed online at http://evolve.elsevier.com/Chabner/language.
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The fundamental features you have come to trust in learning and teaching medical 
terminology remain strong in this new edition. These are:

• Simple, nontechnical explanations of medical terms.

• Workbook format with ample space to write answers.

• Explanations of clinical procedures, laboratory tests, and abbreviations related to each 
body system.

• Pronunciation of Terms sections with phonetic spellings and spaces to write meanings of 
terms.

• Practical Applications sections with case reports, operative and diagnostic tests, and 
laboratory and x-ray reports.

• Exercises that test your understanding of terminology as you work through the text step 
by step (answers are included).

• Review Sheets that pull together terminology to help you study.

• Comprehensive glossaries and appendices for reference in class and on the job.

Each student and teacher who selects The Language of Medicine becomes my partner in 
the exciting adventure of learning medical terms. Continuity is crucial. Continue to 
communicate with me through email (daviellenchabner@gmail.com) with your suggestions 
and comments so that future printings and editions may benefit. A website connected to 
The Language of Medicine and dedicated to helping students and teachers is located at 
http://evolve.elsevier.com/Chabner/language. I hope you will tell me about additional 
resources you would like to see on that website so that we can make it an even more useful 
part of the learning process. You should know that I still experience the thrill and joy of 
teaching new students. I love being in a classroom and feel privileged to continue to write 
this text. I hope that my enthusiasm and passion for the medical language are transmitted 
to you through these pages.

Work hard, but have fun with  
The Language of Medicine!

DAVI-ELLEN CHABNER
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